Radiology of acute spinal trauma.
Radiologic diagnostic modalities utilized to evaluate acute spine trauma include plain films, tomography, computerized tomography (CT), myelography and CT-myelography, and magnetic resonance imaging. The initial evaluation is aimed at delineating the nature and extent of both boney and soft tissue injuries, with particular attention directed toward differentiating intrinsic cord damage from extrinsic spinal cord or nerve root compression that may respond to surgical intervention. The selection of the optimal radiologic diagnostic algorithm requires familiarization with the techniques and limitations of each diagnostic procedure.